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Digitization and Industry 4.0 

Ulrich Hilpert | F. Schiller University 

Ulrich Hilpert, Ph.D., Professor and Chair of Comparative Government at the Friedrich Schiller University, 

Jena, Germany. Ulrich Hilpert’s major research fields include techno-industrial innovation, related government 

policies, restructuring, environmental technologies, globalization, and regional analysis. He has directed several 

international research networks on the regionalization of innovation, sub-national collaboration for regional 

development, and on diversities of innovation. Dr. Hilpert was consultant to the Commission of the European 

Communities (Brussels), to the Organzation of Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), and to ministries 

in several German Länder, as well as to national and international labour unions and business organizations on 

innovation, workforce, and regional development. For six years, he has been running a working group on regional 

innovation and restructuring in East Germany. He has held positions at the Universities of Constance, Free 

University of Berlin and was visiting Professor at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, University of 

California at Santa Cruz, Columbia University in New York City, the University of Pittsburgh, PA, the Roskilde 

University Center in Denmark, the University of Leipzig in Germany, the Copenhagen Business School in Denmark, 

the University of Chester and the Birkbeck College, University of London. Among his numerous books, recent titles 

include the edited special issue of European Planning Studies (EPS) on Industry 4.0 and digitization, September 

2021, and a special issue of UCJC Business and Society Review, 2020 (Vol. 17, Num. 1+2) on Divergent 

Opportunities of Innovation: When Time and Situation matter. He also edited Diversities of Innovation, Routledge 

2019 (Paperback 2020); the Handbook on Politics and Technology, Routledge 2016 (Paperback 2018); Europe’s 

Changing Geography, co-edited with N. Bellini Routledge 2013 (Paperback 2017); and Networking Regionalized 

Innovative Labour Markets, co-edited with H. Lawton Smith, Routledge 2012 (Paperback 2014). He is currently 

editing Regional and sectoral innovation systems for release in Autumn 2022 (contracted with Routledge) and 

preparing a book Diversities and Disparities (contracted with Routledge). 

 

Discussants 

Nicola Bellini  
Full Professor of Economics and Management, Sant’Anna School of Advanced Studies 
 

Daniela Toccafondi  
President of Pin, Polo Universitario Città di Prato 

 

Moderator 
Luciana Lazzeretti 
Full Professor of Economics and Management, University of Florence 
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